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Even though Mother Nature seems to be fooling us with these unseasonably warm
temperatures, I am not kidding when I say that our 15th Annual Spring Fine Arts and
Crafts Festival is just around the corner. So for all of you out there who are thinking there
is still time to get your application into Carol for the show; well, there is, but get it in NOW!
We don’t want our patrons missing you; and no fooling, they will miss you if you are not
here! The show committee has been going over statistics and working hard to get the word
out about this show but it does need YOU because YOU are who are patrons come to see!
The feedback we get from our patrons is that they like talking with YOU, the person(s) who
makes the craft which they are purchasing. Our patrons enjoy seeing YOU demonstrate
your craft. YOU teach them about your craft. As you can see, it is YOU that make this
show great!
I would like to encourage our guild members to try and come out to our monthly
meetings. The meetings are the first Tuesday of the month and Matt Vardjan has been
producing very interesting programs for us each month. I know we all lead very busy lives
but hopefully in the course of a year, try to attend a few of these meetings. It is also a great
time that we can talk. The idea alone of over 50 craftsmen attending a meeting can only
mean one thing, I mean two things--- INSPIRATION and MOTIVATION And that is what
every organization can use!
Also, send pictures of your work in for our website. Our website is sleek and new!
But it will only stay that way if we can keep it updated with all the amazing crafts YOU do.
So Smile, You’re on rbcrafts.org!
Our association with The Pennsylvania Cultural Heritage Center affords you the
craftsmen with an opportunity to set up shop at their annual event “Easter on the Farm”
on April 8, 2017 from 10 Am to 4 PM. Call 610-683-1589 and speak with Naomi or Patrick.
It is an eggselent opportunity!
So to all my fellow craftsmen I wish you a Happy Springtime and look forward to seeing you soon.
“Ability will never catch up with the demand for it” Malcom S. Forbes

							Your President, Barry L. Bennecoff
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Festivals
Hello to all,
We are on the threshold of our 1st show of the year. We have been working very hard
on the advertising program for this show. Advertising for the the Holiday Show will build
on what we have planned for the Spring Show and will incorporate some new ideas. We feel
were have a great plan now and for future shows. Thanks to all that helped make this possible and an extra special thanks to Karen Myers, our advertising designer.
The show committee has upped its game to give you the best show that we can. Now
you need to bring your game to the show. Be the best you can be and get the word out
your customers. (Spring Rack cards are still available and may be picked up at the March
meeting!)
We need volunteers so email Carol Haile: inkpencjh@msn.com and/or Cleon Garls:
clebass@aol.com
Want to do the show? We still have room. So get that application in. Don’t forget to
bring your raffle item to the March general meeting!
Thanks to the committee and everyone that have been great supporters of our Guild.
									See you at the show,

				
				

Terry & Judy Boyer, Show Co-chairmen

							tjboyer@1860woodco.com

484-248-6275

Media
In March, “Your Berks Craftsmen” will feature some of your fellow craftsmen who
will be at the 15th Annual Juried Spring Fine Arts and Crafts Festival on April 1 and April
2 at Kutztown University. This is a great way for us to “get the word out” about this fantastic show. There isn’t a better way to welcome Spring than attending this show and seeing
all the new creative ideas that have become a reality from these talented craftsmen and
artists. In April “Your Berks Craftsmen” leaves the studio and goes into the GoggleWorks
for the much anticipated BCIU Art Show that takes place here in February. Our judges
from our Standards Committee will have selected the winners and the awards will have
been given out on March 5, 2017. Carol Haile will host this event and show you around the
exhibit and again be there for the awards ceremony and interview as many of these talented
young artists from our schools as we can squeeze into one hour of taping. Try to get to the
exhibit if you can AND watch the event in April on BCTV. We will be getting back into the
studio live for our May edition of “Your Berks Craftsmen” with Reading-Berks member, Jennifer Lehr, floorcloths craftsman. Jennifer and I will talk about the history of floorcloths,
the making of floorcloths and where and why they work very well in today’s world. Another
view of what is old is new again!
I would like to remind everyone that we have a spot on channel 69, the Sunrise Edition on March 25 at 7:45 AM to talk about our Spring Fine Arts and Crafts Festival on April
1 and April 2, 2017. Please bring a piece of your artwork or craft so we can highlight it on
this segment to our March meeting and you will have it returned to your booth at set up on
March 31, 2017. (Just in time to sell it at the show!) Thank you in advance for helping to
make this segment spectacular!
				Your Host for “Your Berks Craftmen”, Kay Bennecoff
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Standards
We are now jurying Fine Art. The next jury session will be on Tuesday, March 14,
7:00 pm at the Goggleworks. Members who have belonged to our chapter for a minimum of
3 months are eligible to present their work for jurying. For more information or for an application, go to http://rbcrafts.org/our-guild/standards/ or contact Louise at eglassplace@
gmail.com or 610-334-1891.

Louise Mehaffrey, Standards Chairman
For Sale
Reading-Berks Guild of Craftsmen Totes (black with white lettering) will be available
for a donation of $1 each at the the Spring Festival set-up and during show hours.
Pat McBride is selling his booth which can be used as 10 Foot x 10 Foot open front
or can also be used as corner Booth 10 foot x 10 Foot. Includes: Craft Show Pro Master
indoor Booth Frame, 9 Curtains Panels 7 Foot High Made by Flourish Co Plus table covers,
Curtains Panels are Black Crepe Flame Resistance. Price $450.00 Call Pat at 610-3266678 Or Email pjmc2468@aol.com

Newsletter
The Newsletter is for our members. If you have a craft related item for sale, let me
know and I will include it in either the e-mail blasts and/or the quarterly newsletter.
I am also interested in including articles about an award you or another member has
won, if a member was mentioned in a newspaper or other publication, or articles about
something you think our membership may be interested in. Please send your articles to
info@rbcrafts.org

								Newsletter editor, Sandra Jones
A Ray of Sunshine
Our Sunshine Girl needs a little sunshine of her own. Please put Judy Boyer in your
thoughts and prayers.
If there is a member/retired member who may be in the hospital or may just need a
card to cheer them up, please let Judy know at 484-248-6275 or e-mail at
tjboyer@1860woodco.com
						Sandra for Judy Boyer, Sunshine committee Chair
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Programs
Here we are with two months of 2017 under our belt. Our program this month will
fetcher Glen Wenrich. He will be speaking about the the local canals. Our April program will
fetcher our newest members that were juried in March. I’m breaking from our yearly field
trip in May and staying at the Google Works. May’s meeting will fetcher Kieth Brintzenhff
entertaining us with his stories of PA Duthch folklore. After the success of the impromptu
picnic last year at Elaine Vardjan’s house, I’m going to host this year’s picnic gathering at
my house, 504 Covered Bridge Road in Oley. Tours of the newly moved print shop and and
our one-room schoolhouse that has been under construction for the last 30 years will be
held through out the evening. If anyone has seen a program that they think our membership would enjoy, please send me the contact information of the speaker and I will attempt
to have them speak at one of our meetings.
Note: The March 7th meeting will be in room 238.

								Thanks,							
								Matt Vardjan, Program Chairman

Membership
New Badges: If you would like the official Reading-Berks Guild of Craftsmen badge
(the tan badge with logo), please place an order by February 27. These badges will be
available at the Spring Show. Please note, we need a minimum number of badges to have
them made, if that minimum is not met, the badges will not be available until the Spring
Show. You can print an order form from the website:
http://rbcrafts.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Badge-Order-Form.pdf
							Mike

Brown, Membership Chairman

Education
Four (4) Mini Grants, in the amount of $50 each will be randomly drawn at the Reading-Berks Chapter’s regularly scheduled meeting at the Goggleworks on Tuesday, April 4, 2017.
Winners will be drawn from applications (completed in full) and submitted by the deadline of Monday, March 20, 2017. Entries must be received at our Reading-Berks Chapter PGC,
ATTN. Carol Haile, Post Office Box 85, Mohnton, PA 19540 by that date.
Application is online at www.rbcrafts.org/2016/2017-mini-grant-application/
The Stanley G. Seltz Student Awards Program (in collaboration with the Berks County
Intermediate Unit’s High School Arts & Crafts Exhibit) offers cash awards to students who
exemplify high levels of design mastery and use of materials.
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Education Cont.
		
The Reading-Berks Guild of Craftsmen 2017 Stanley G. Seltz Student Award winners
are:
THE STANLEY G. SELTZ AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN DESIGN &
CRAFTSMANSHIP
Abigail Vogel, Tulpehocken HS, $100

THE BURKHART-GERHART FAMILY AWARD
Zach Good, Oley Valley, $100

THE HEDWIG MILLER FIBER ARTS AWARD
Madyson Burns, Twin Valley, $100
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THE RUTHANNE HARTUNG TWO-DIMENSIONAL AWARD
Joey Strain, Gov. Mifflin, $100

THE WIB LAUTER AWARD FOR BEST TRADITIONAL WORK
Sean Knarr, Oley Valley, $100

1st Prize Fine Arts:
Megan Lam, Muhlenberg, $100

1st Prize Crafts: Madison Spence Moore, Boyertown, $100

2nd Prize Fine Arts: Katie Doyle, Daniel Boone, $75
2nd Prize Crafts: Marlen Sosa-Rosa, Reading HS, $75
3rd Prize Crafts: Cress Fisher, Oley Valley, $50
4th Prize Crafts: Johnnessa Kraft, Berks Career & Tech. Ctr., $25
Awards of Merit:
Becca Kuhn, Twin Valley
Aaron Stone, Kutztown

								Carol Haile, Education Chairman
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Important Dates to Remember
Chapter Meeting: (1st Tuesday)

March 7 at 7 PM at the GoggleWorks, Room 238
April 4 at 7 PM at the GoggleWorks
May 2 at 7 PM at the GoggleWorks

Board Meeting: (last Wednesday)

March 27 canceled: Notify Barry if you feel one is needed
April 26 at 7 PM
May 31 at 7 PM
Spring Show: April 1 & 2, 2017
Applications due NOW

2017 Board of Directors
President, Barry Bennecoff
610-562-7226
Vice President, Cleon Garl Sr. 610-223-0815
Secretary, Kay Bennecoff
610-562-7226
Co-Treasurer, Carol Haile
610-374-7048
Co-Treasurer, Jodi Bryza-Stevenson
					 610-374-9356
Newsletter, Sandra Jones
610-779-5177

Committee Chairs
Standards, Louise Mehaffey
Shows, Judy & Terry Boyer
Media, Kay Bennecoff		
Education, Carol Haile
Program, Matt Vardjan
Website, Bill Jones		
Membership, Mike Brown

484-248-6301
484-248-6275
610-562-7226
610-374-7048
610-689-5324
610-779-5177
717-484-2320
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Happy Easter!

